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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I want to offer my sincere gratitude to all who worked so hard to make our celebration of 
Christmas so wonderful this year. As always, the church was decorated beautifully by members 
of the Altar Society, the FIAT Ladies Club, and the Men’s Club. It’s no easy feat to decorate the 
church and maintain all the many poinsettias, but our dedicated volunteers are always up to the 
task. I am also grateful to the choir and musicians led by Tommy and Megan, to the altar servers 
and other liturgical ministers who help to make our liturgies reverent and transcendent, 
especially during the high feasts of the year. Thank you to all of you! 
 
Congratulations to Elizabeth Rizzo, who was commissioned by Archbishop Aymond as a       
Lay Ecclesial Minister of the Archdiocese of New Orleans last Sunday at the cathedral. For the 
last two and a half years, Elizabeth has been participating in the formation offered by Notre 
Dame Seminary’s Institute for Lay Ecclesial Ministry. It is quite an accomplishment to have 
completed this program and to be commissioned by the archbishop to continue her work of 
ministry in the Church and here, in our parish. Congratulations, Elizabeth, and thank you for 
your dedicated service to Christ and His Church! 
 
Finally, I will be away from the parish during this coming week for my annual canonical priest 
retreat. I will be at St. Joseph Abbey with about 25 other priests as we take time away to be with 
the Lord in the silence of prayer. This annual five-day retreat is an obligation in canon law for all 
priests as a reminder to us that our life and ministry must always remain rooted in Christ Jesus, 
who is our High Priest and the model of the ministerial priesthood to which He has called us.  
 
Since I will be gone, the schedule of sacraments during the week will be a little different. We 
have guest priests scheduled for our 7:00am daily Masses, and we will have our Holy Hour on 
Tuesday evening. However, we will not have the normal times of Reconciliation throughout the 
week (Tuesday evening, Wednesday morning, and Friday morning). Neither will we have the 
holy hour after daily Masses this week.  
 
Please pray for me and all the other priests who will be on retreat this week. And be assured that 
I will remember you in my prayers and Masses throughout the week.  
 
 
        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan  
        jhemelt@arch-no.org 


